Date: July 2, 2007

From: Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
Office of Natural Resources Staff
John “Ole” Oldenburg, Director

Re: An Assessment of Potential Environmental Impacts to
West Branch Forest Preserve pertaining to the Proposed
Re-Zoning of the St. Andrews Property

The Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, Office of Natural Resources, has
evaluated and assessed the potential impacts to the West Branch Forest Preserve that
could result from a change in zoning on the adjacent St. Andrews land parcels. The St.
Andrews parcels (Subject Property) comprise 200 acres of land adjacent and
immediately west of the West Branch Forest Preserve. This assessment of re-zoning
the St. Andrews parcels is found to have an adverse impact on the adjoining West
Branch Preserve (Preserve).

Causal Factors:

Upon annexation, the Subject Property would be zoned ER-1 Estate Residential with a
minimum lot size of 40,000 sq. ft. The request is to rezone the parcels to R-3 Single
Family Residential with minimum lot sizes of 9,000 sq ft. The change in zoning will
result in a greater density of residential development per acre, an increase in the
supporting infrastructure constructed for those residences (stormwater, sewer, water, &
other utility systems), and an increase of impervious surfaces of up to 4 times that of
ER-1 zoning. In addition, an increase in the general magnitude of construction
compaction and alterations of the surface and subsurface soils across the 200 acre
property is anticipated due to the increased density of the built environment. These
combined factors will cause: 1) an increase in surface runoff volume, 2) a decrease in
water quality, and 3) a decrease in ground water infiltration.

Resources at Risk:

Although the Subject Property and Preserve are bisected on the land surface by Klein
Road, these two landscapes are integrally connected through the similar geology and
unique surface and sub-surface hydrology. This connectivity serves in establishing
unique and sensitive environmental conditions influencing the landscape ecology and
ecosystem health with fragile habitats supporting diverse plant and animal communities
within the West Branch Preserve and the West Branch of the DuPage River. These
communities are found within the river, floodplains, grasslands, shrub lands, and
wetlands, including rare ground water driven perched fens, hanging fens, and
calcareous seeps. The District has recorded at West Branch Preserve 553 plant
species (Appendix A) and 231 wildlife species (Appendix B). Ten species known to
occur in the Preserve are listed as threatened or endangered in lllinois and 22 species
are listed as Species In Greatest Need of Conservation.



Resultant Adverse Negative Impacts:

According to available GIS data sets, the entire acreage of the Subject Property has a
direct surface and sub-surface hydrological connection to West Branch of the DuPage
River.

Increased Surface Runoff Volume

Of the Subject Property’s 200 acres, 40% drains directly toward the West Branch
Preserve and then into the West Branch of the DuPage River, and 34% flows north,
eventually draining into Hawk Hallow Forest Preserve and then into the West Branch of
the DuPage River. The remaining 26% of the Subject Property drains south through Old
Wayne Golf Course and then into the West Branch of the DuPage River. The increase
of impervious surfaces and general soil disruptions/compaction on the Subject Property
will result in increased surface runoff volume that would have previously infiltrated the
soils and ground aquifers. We would anticipate that at least 40% of the total volume of
increased runoff will flow through constructed storm-sewers, sub-surface tiles, and
culverts on the Subject Property, which will outlet directly into Preserve fen and wetland
communities. One-hundred percent of the Subject Property having increased surface
runoff volume will end up in the West Branch of the DuPage River River, thus adding to
volume challenges created by developments in the upstream watershed (Exhibit 2).

Decreased Water Quality

Increased runoff volumes will carry more sediment and greater chemical loadings.
More roof tops, driveways and streets collect more greases, oils, de-icing salts, and
other chemicals and sediments. More lawn care-takers use more pesticides and
fertilizers which run-off and cause additional chemical loading contributions. These
loadings will decrease water quality within the river negatively impacting fish, mussel,
and other important aquatic invertebrates. These additional negative impacts to water
quality entering the West Branch of the DuPage River only exacerbate an already
impaired stream system as assessed by Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL standards)
designated by IEPA.

Decreased Ground Water Infiltration

The shift toward greater surface runoff volumes from the Subject Property will result in a
reduction in ground water infiltration. A significant portion of all ground water infiltration
on the Subject Property is filtered through the sub-surface geology that flows toward the
West Branch River valley. Exhibit 2 depicts a soils overlay on the Subject Property
indicating a natural retention and absorption of precipitation on hydric Thorp, Ashkum,
and Drummer soil types which comprise only 33 acres or 16% of the Subject Property.
The remaining soils have greater infiltration rates. Soils such as the Ozaukee soil type
are typically associated above fen and seep communities as they greatly accelerate
infiltration and water recharge of sub-soil aggregates. These infiltration soils build a
hydrological connection to the Preserve. Of particular importance, is the sub-surface
hydraulic head of the ground water beneath the Subject Property that holds water like a
large porous sponge above the river valley. The water moves toward the river through
gravel and rocks above and along what geologists call the Wadsworth glacial till
material. This extensive layer of diamicton - clayey till allows water to stay perched



above the deeper glacial outwash materials that comprise the deeper river valley and
terraces. The water flows laterally through shallow sub-soil sands, gravels, and rock
under hydraulic head pressure becoming enriched with minerals such as magnesium
and calcium carbonate.

As water moves east nearing the river valley wall in the Preserve, it pours through the
various fractures within the Wadsworth glacial till and then seeps out of the valley wall
at the ground surface. These magnesium and calcium carbonate enriched seeps
support rare plant communities such as graminoid fens and calcareous seeps (Exhibit 1
& Appendix C). These communities are uniquely perched and hanging along the river-
valley wall within the Preserve directly east of the Subject Property. These rare habitats
will be profoundly depleted if groundwater infiltration on the Subject Property is shifted
to a surface water discharge system resulting from the R-3 zoning development
impacts.

Public Trust Investment:

Over the last 34 years, the District has acquired 625 acres that comprise the Preserve
at an expenditure price of $4,700,000; now valued in today’s dollars at approximately
$65,000,000. In addition the District has developed capital improvements inclusive of
two recreational fishing lakes, shoreline stabilization and erosion control, parking
facilities and trail system at a cost of $1,400,000. The District is mandated by statute to
preserve and protect these lands inclusive of the plants and animals, and to restore,
restock, preserve and protect these resource, as nearly as may be, in their natural state
and condition for the purposes of conservation, education, and recreation of the citizens
and guest of DuPage County.

In demonstrating this continued responsibility, the District recently committed in 2006
and 2007 an additional $5,000,000 for wetland restoration, $1,300,000 in habitat
enhancement of the West Branch River, and $1,125,000 for restoration work on the
west valley wall fen community. Using current land valuations, the Forest Preserve
District of DuPage County has a demonstrated financial commitment of public trust
investments in the West Branch Preserve totaling $73,825,000. A substantial exposure
of acquisition, restoration and management investments would be at risk if projected
development impacts were realized from the R-3 zoning.

Conclusion:

The existing residential development (Meadow Wood Subdivision, Units 1 and 2)
located southwest of the Preserve has an apparent minimum lot size at 12,000 sq.
ft./unit. The stormwater management system from this development discharges directly
into the Preserve via a culvert under Klein Road. A rather septic smell caused the
District to request testing of the water in the fall of 2006. Chemical tests performed
through DuPage County Department of Public Health on grab samples from this
drainage network revealed fecal coliform counts above 100,000/100ml. This count is
markedly above the IEPA “not to exceed” geometric mean standard of 200/100ml. High



would have count levels likely around 3,000/100ml. As such, these count data are a
probable indicator of a septic system failure that is seeping beyond design filtering
capacity and flowing through the ground water into a storm sewer system entering the
Preserve. This demonstrates that beyond engineered designs and regulating
ordinances, ecosystem protections can be compromised as built systems fail or do not
perform at designed and/or construction standards..

Ecologists at the District have become increasingly aware that preserving and
protecting the District's natural resources contained within in preserves is clearly
dependent on intensity and magnitude of negative stressors occurring outside the
preserve system. Habitat fragmentation, changes in hydrology, invasive species,
wildlife imbalances, and fire suppression all cause significant negative pressures on
ecosystems within preserves. All of these stressors are a result of urbanization
pressures beyond what ecologists would call the “carrying capacity” for a landscape.
This means there can exist a limit or “capacity” of urbanization development that can be
built on a landscape and yet achieve a balance with a certain functional health level and
sustainability of a specific natural area. Beyond that limit, the natural area can no
longer remain functionally viable and “carry” on health sustaining processes.

Changing the zoning on the Subject Property to a potential fourfold increase in
development density is a clear example of designing an urbanization system that is
likely beyond the “carrying capacity” of the landscape’s physical and biological resiliency
to sustain the present health of certain natural areas within the Preserve. If these
changes in zoning are realized into higher density developments as described,
degradation and/or failures within the Preserve’s more sensitive natural area systems
would become imminent.
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